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From 1964 NBC News Frank McGee reviews 1960 Presidential campaign between Senator John F. 
Kennedy and Vice President Richard M. Nixon. 
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we are not alone here this convention is being attended by hundreds of millions of people they are the silent 
delegates we cannot see them or hear them but they are present in fact the whole world is here in this hall 
through the miracle of modern communications the words we speak the actions we take will be read heard 
and seen on the instant and judged in every city and village in america on every lonely farm and so when we 
speak let us remember that we are in the presence of the silent delegates speaking to them with them and 
before them nbc news presents every four years a political flashback to 1960 and a look ahead at the next 
presidential campaign to be brought to the american viewers in 1964 by nbc news your narrator nbc's frank 
mcgee july 13 1960 the sports arena in los angeles thousands of democrats swept westward for the 
presidential gold rush of 1960 nbc's chad huntley and david brinkley good afternoon from the sports arena in 
los angeles california the site of the national democratic convention and this is the big one the third session 
of the convention the nominating convention and by oh 10 or 11 o'clock pacific coast time this evening we 
probably will know who the democratic nominee for president of the united states shall be david about eight 
hours from now we'll be here we hope you'll stay with us the hall is filling up faster today than it has in the 
past because 
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it has in the past because let us be perfectly frank and say that the first two sessions in any convention have 
uh shall i say dull spots and the delegates know it as well as anyone else today is as chet has just said the 
big day the choice of the nominee for president and the people who are in hotels all over town left a little 
earlier who got here on time so it's filling up [Music] the uh crowds have not been what they might uh what 
you might have thought here as a matter of fact there have been hundreds possibly thousands of empty 
seats at the two preceding sessions so governor brown of california sent the following telegram to national 
chairman butler quote strongly urge immediate action to allow empty convention seats in sports arena to be 
filled by general public one hour after the session opens if not then filled by official ticket holders tens of 
thousands of california democrats urgently wish to attend convention in person and are understandably 
amazed as seen on television empty gallery seats i will appreciate your immediate attention to this matter the 
chair recognizes the chairman of the delegation of texas the distinguished speaker of the house of 
representatives honorable sam rayburn excitement surprise suspense theatrics all traditional elements in a 
political convention but the most beloved and most lasting ingredient of them all the oratory of the nominating 
speech here's fellow texan sam rayburn speaking for candidate lyndon johnson [Applause] [Music] in this 
serious hour of our country's history i present to you a man who has demonstrated that under adverse 
circumstances he can be a great leader and if you nominate him he 
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and if you nominate him he will in november bring the elements of democrats from one end to the other of 
this country together i therefore with confidence with faith in your judgment and your patriotism nominated for 
the democratic party's leader in 1960 lyndon b johnson of texas perhaps the spontaneous demonstrations 


are a little too carefully blueprinted but you've got to admit it they are exciting colorful noisy and fun while the 
johnson celebration reached crescendo proportions the governor of minnesota orville freeman quietly put the 
finishing touches on his speech one that would unquestionably be destined for the history books [Applause] 
and the man who can lead us to meet that responsibility to lead us to a fruitful america to a peaceful world for 
mankind everywhere is a great senator from the state of massachusetts john f kennedy ironically the speech 
to draw honors of rhetoric would not be that one the speech for the winner a second order from minnesota 
senator eugene mccarthy tried to nominate a man who he said spoke to the people moved their minds and 
stirred their hearts i submit to you a man who is not the favorite son of any one state i submit to you the man 
who is the favorite son of fifty states this favorite sun i submit to you edly stevenson of illinois 
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there it is these stevenson supporters have been waiting all day for about five hours ready to explode and 
this is it it'd be fun here to compare the action in the galleries in the balcony with the action on the floor here's 
a shot of mrs roosevelt going up the stairs that's on the first level of the balcony and she'll probably make a 
seconding speech for governor stevenson and is being escorted to the podium the words created the wildest 
demonstration of the week but it faded rapidly when the voting started [Applause] mr chairman [Applause] mr 
chairman wyoming's vote will make majority for senator kennedy wyoming had planned to split among 
kennedy johnson and simonton but delegate dale richardson whipped among his colleagues let's go let's go 
he shouted they shouted back okay and they went all the way for jfk [Applause] can we get the vote from 
wyoming yes well wyoming is mr chairman why wyoming's vote i did not announce the number we have 15 
votes there are 15 votes from wyoming for kennedy [Applause] nomination of lyndon johnson as vice 
president and his acceptance surprised 
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president and his acceptance surprised everyone but the political experts or in 1928 another catholic 
democratic candidate for president al smith lost seven southern states and the election the kennedys had 
proved themselves an ingenious political organization which had no intention of losing the election this early 
in the game the finest vice presidential temper in the country splintered senator henry scoop jackson of 
washington governor herschel loveless of iowa governor george docking of kansas governor orville freeman 
of minnesota senator stewart symington of missouri all splintered for one guaranteed vote getter lyndon 
johnson of texas a confident john kennedy had to instill that confidence into his people from the beginning at 
his acceptance speech woodrow wilson's new freedom promised our nation a new political and economic 
framework frank and roosevelt's new deal promised security and sucker to those in need but the new frontier 
of which i speak is not a set of promises it is a set of challenges it sums up not what i intend to offer to the 
american people but what i intend to ask of them it appeals to their pride it appeals to our pride not our 
security it holds out the promise of more sacrifice instead of more security the new frontier is here whether 
we seek it or not one week later chicago sees me bothered a bit by all the confetti he just got some in his 
mouth there he's covered with it right now there's the president 
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there's the president covered with confetti getting a great hand showered with confetti although richard nixon 
was already picked as the republican candidate the gop was still able to fire up its share of enthusiasm when 
a political party has a president in office and he arrives at the convention scene that calls for an extra special 
kind of plural people have broken the barriers here are now crowding around the president's car the 
politicians magical ingredient timing to the rescue providing excellent television exciting news reels page one 
pictures and of course boats [Applause] inside the amphitheater about 2600 delegates sun themselves under 
television rights only two names were placed in nomination arizona senator barry goldwater against his 
wishes and richard m nixon in a speech by oregon governor mark hatfield may i present a nomination a 
fighter for freedom a pilgrim for peace the vice president of the united states the honorable richard m nixon it 
was a political fact of life the nomination had been nixon's long before the first delegate arrived there was no 


had never been any serious opposition new york governor rockefeller had bowed out the previous december 
and goldwater had withdrawn immediately after a nomination although he still received 10 votes on the first 
ballot the 47 year old nixon was the first vice president to be so nominated since 1836. this was the 
denouement to the gop political circus the final roar of the nixon steamroller delegates moved to tell the world 
that all with sweetness and closed ranks [Applause] 
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[Applause] according to the report of the secretary of the convention 1321 votes have been cast for richard m 
nixon 10 votes for barry m goldwater the question is shall the nomination of richard m nixon be made the 
unanimous recognizes the delegate from arizona will the gentleman state his name delegate richard 
kleindenz chairman of the republican party of arizona mr chairman i move that the delegates of this 
convention declare unanimous the nomination of richard m nixon as its nominee and as the next president of 
the united states you have all heard the motion made by the delegate from arizona that the nomination of the 
honorable richard m nixon be made unanimous those in favor of the motion will signify by saying aye it was a 
nixon victory large scale the final platform was a nixon document the committee adopting a strengthened civil 
rights plan climaxing a week of argument and compromise nixon had made peace with rockefeller 
subscribing to a 14-point agreement on all principal aims of the platform the party's conservatives had died 
hard and it was nixon who selected henry cabot lodge as the vice presidential nominee in spite of very real 
opposition in some quarters [Applause] on thursday nixon made his first appearance before the assembled 
delegates up to now he had watched the spectacle on television in his hotel suite and had taken the results 
without emotion president eisenhower telegraphed congratulations nixon now stepped to the head of the 
republican party the lines of control 
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republican party the lines of control no longer in doubt and he rose before the convention to make the 
speech he'd been working on for weeks [Applause] i particularly want to thank this convention for nominating 
as my running mate a world statesman of the first rank my friend and colleague henry cabot lodge of 
massachusetts [Applause] from new york united nations ambassador lodge had flown to chicago to accept 
his new role [Applause] a hundred years ago abraham lincoln was asked during the dark days of the tragic 
war between the states whether he thought god was on his side his answer was my concern is not whether 
god is on our side but whether we are on god's side [Applause] my fellow americans may that ever be our 
prayer for our country and in that spirit with faith in america with faith in her ideals and in her people i accept 
your nomination for president of the united states it was to be the longest and most intensive campaign ever 
held traveling by plane train and bus by car and on foot both kennedy and nixon were to shake hands and 
confer 


00:16:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q37xdamXzs&t=960s 





and nixon were to shake hands and confer with politicians from coast to coast each was to cover more than 
60 000 miles the highlight of the campaign a series of four television debates between the two nominees 
senator kennedy it was generally conceited benefited the most religion was a dominant issue despite efforts 
by both men to play it down others were american prestige in the world and the state of the nation's economy 
by election time politicians were limped with enthusiasm and the nation ready for an end to the breathless 
race election night november 8th chet hutley and david brinkley in studio 8 h new york now begins the 
exquisite agony of waiting to see how it all turned out we're here to pass along the figures that will tell them 
how suppose we begin now by going down to our eastern section and sander van open sandy we assumed 
that connecticut would be in first it was in first and already the nbc victory desk on the basis of more than 10 
percent it's two-thirds of the votes in has awarded the state to kennedy it did that as you remember about a 
half an hour ago now on the popular vote the projected popular vote shows senator kennedy with 50.6 and 
vice president nixon with 49.4 the projected electoral vote nixon is now carrying 16 states with 105 that's the 
projection early on the morning after at his los angeles headquarters nixon would not concede a close vote 


and lagging returns made the outcome still doubtful later the dregs of personal defeat would be most bitter 
but now came this statement i am sure that uh many are listening here uh who are supporting mr senator 
kennedy i know too that he probably is listening to this program 
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to this program and while the uh and uh [Music] and uh i as i look at the board here uh while the there are 
still some results still to come in uh if the present trend continues uh if mr Kennedy senator kennedy will be 
the next president of the united states [Applause] i i want i want senator kennedy to know and i want all of 
you to know that uh certainly if this trend does continue and uh he does become our next president that he 
will have my whole heart of support [Applause] may i say again my thanks to you having had only two hours 
sleep last night and two hours sleep the night before i'm now going to bed and i hope you do too thank you 
but there was to be little sleep and no sudden reversals by breakfast time here is an election bulletin from 
nbc news we switch to nbc news los angeles i have a copy of a telegram which has been sent to senator 
john f kennedy at ionosport massachusetts i'll read it through and then i'll have it available or repeat it more 
slowly after we have uh i've read the statement and i'll also answer questions the telegram reads as 
problems i want to repeat through this wire congratulations and best wishes i extended to you on television 
last night i know that you will have 
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last night i know that you will have the united support of all americans as you lead the nation in the cause of 
peace and freedom during the next four years pell grant is signed richard nixon for richard nixon and his 
press secretary herb klein there was nothing more to be said other than it had been the closest contest in 76 
years the political capital of the nation moved to hyannis port massachusetts and john f kennedy came home 
to the cheers of neighbors now at the age of 43 the president-elect of the united states and his wife 
jacqueline go strolling down the aisle his wife jacqueline who is expecting a child in three weeks time is 
wearing a purple pose the youngest man ever to be elected president the cheers soared to the ceiling of the 
hyannisport armory and rolled out across cape cod may i say may i say in addition to uh all citizens of this 
country democrats independents republicans regardless of how they may have voted that it is a satisfying 
moment to me and i want to express my appreciation to all of them and to uh mr nixon personally i 
particularly want to thank all those who worked so long and so hard in this campaign on our behalf and who 
were generous to me in my visit throughout the country and who were generous enough to support me in the 
election on yesterday to all americans i say that the next four years are going to be difficult and challenging 
years for us all the election may have been a close 
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all the election may have been a close one but i think that there is general agreement by all of our citizens 
that a supreme national effort will be needed in the years ahead to move this country safely through the 
nineteen sixties i ask your help in this effort and i can assure you that uh every degree of mind and spirit that 
i possess will be devoted to the long-range interests of the united states and to the cause of freedom around 
the world so now uh my wife and i prepare for a new administration and for a new baby thank you the era of 
the new frontier had begun [Applause] but it is in the ebb and flow of tragic and unpredictable events that 
democrats will hold their 1964 convention without john f kennedy yet in convention hall in atlantic city next 
summer some of the names may be different but the roles will be played out much the same way nearly 3 
000 delegates will warm under presidential fever and sometimes be drugged with oratory from the first gavel 
on august 24th until the last four days later and 3 000 miles away in san francisco the act and actors will be 
republican at the cow palace the week of july 13th again the hopefuls the stalwarts and the little king makers 
among some thirteen hundred delegates plus alternates the dramas of convention and election night will 
have their tents their comical and sometimes their boring moments but barnum in his day never out produced 
a convention much less an election night this is frank mcgee nbc news nbc news the number one broadcast 
news 
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nbc news the number one broadcast news organization will present the fastest most complete coverage of 
the 1964 political conventions campaigns and election day activities you 
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